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Kids First 

 Happy New Year!  

Statistics For The 2017-2018 Fiscal Year 
 3,351 School-aged students enrolled in kindergarten, 

first, third, fifth and seventh grades participated in 
our SCAN (School-based Body Safety Program)  
Program    

 320 Children received a Forensic Interview 

 208 Child Abuse Victims were Female 

 112 Child Abuse Victims were Male 

 64% of the children we served were under  12 years of 
age. 

 5 years old is the average aged victim of child abuse 

 43% of offenders were a parent, stepparent, parent’s 
paramour or another family member 

 94% of our children suffered Sexual Abuse 

 1,132 Therapy sessions were received by 87 child abuse 
victims. 

100% of your donation goes directly 

to services provided in your community! 

We provide these services at no cost to the  

recipients! 



We are currently serving students at Loudon High School and Meigs High School with the Teen 

Parent Support Group.  This will be our 10th year serving these schools. This year, there are 2 

moms at Meigs High School and 5 moms and 2 dads at Loudon High School. 

We started the year out discussing pregnancy, delivery and infant care topics.  Currently we are 

discussing the exciting toddler years!  We have a great group at both schools, with the students 

interacting and participating well.  There is a mixed group of students at Loudon High School 

who are pregnant and students who already have a child.  This mixed group dynamic allows the 

ones who have already experienced having a child the opportunity to give feedback to the ones 

who are waiting to give birth.  Having two dads in the group also contribute to interesting 

conversations!  The 2 pregnant students at Meigs High School are a great mix as well, as they have 

different personalities along with different experiences to share with one another. 

The students seem to enjoy the board games that are used to encourage input and conversation.  

We often divide into teams, which makes it more competitive and fun!  They also enjoy 

munching on the snacks that we bring to them each week, especially the pregnant ones! J Another 

highlight of our time together is the gifts that each student receives each week.  These gifts are 

small items for their child such as bibs, sippy cups, diapers, wipes, etc.   

The school receptionist has said that the students look forward to meeting each week and have 

come to the office and asked if the group was meeting that day if we had not arrived yet.  Not 

only do the students look forward to these fun and educational groups each week, the guidance 

teachers often have called to request this service at the beginning of the school year if we hadn’t 

called them yet.  They’ve stated they see the value of the support that is given to these students 

and see it as an extra hand in helping these young parents stay in school.  

Written by ~ Beth Catchot, LCSW    Kids First Therapist 

OUR TEEN MOM PROGRAM  



 Kids First Child Advocacy Center Needs Your Help 

 
          Did you know: Child Abuse Prevents Orderly Construction of the 

Child’s Brain while T0xic Stress disrupts the Architecture of the  
Developing Brain thus impacting the child’s Future Opportunities and  

ultimately the Child’s Community.  

 

Your donation builds a stronger, healthier community and 
reverses the long-term effects of Child Abuse by  

Providing Victims of Child Abuse Services the Following 
Services:  

 Therapy for victims of severe physical abuse and sex abuse 

 Forensic Interviews 

 School-based Prevention Program cost $4 per child and helps children  
understand body safety thus reducing victimization of young children 

 For $10 a gas card can be given to those non-offending caregivers to off-set 
the costs of transportation needed for the victim to participate in therapy 

Community Support is necessary to promote overall prosperity and depends on the 
well-being of all members, ultimately benefitting all of us. Your donation gives  

victims of child abuse the chance to develop skills that will later become the basis 
of a prosperous society.  

           Kids First Child Advocacy Center www.kidsfirsttn.org 865-986-1505 

http://www.kidsfirsttn.org


Registration form – Annual Dinner/Auction 
                                             May 9, 2019   
                        The Venue, Lenoir City 
                                                                  Name of attendees you are registering: 
 

                  __________________   _____________________ 
         __________________    _____________________ 
         __________________   _____________________ 
  

                  _____________________________________    __________________________________________ 

                  _____________________________________     __________________________________________ 

Would you like to be seated individually or in a group (circle which one)?  

If a group, what is the name of the group or host? ______________________________________ 

 

Type of Payment:  Credit Card or Check (circle one)  

 CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION 

Type of Credit Card:  ____________ Credit Card Number: ___________________________ 

Expiration Date:  ____________ 3 Digit Code:  ________________ 

Name on Card:  __________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________ 

     _______________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________Email:  _______________________________ 

Amount authorized for withdrawal:  _____________________________ 

 
Please mail payment to:  Kids First Child Advocacy Center  of the Ninth Judicial District, P.O. Box 928,  

Lenoir City, TN 37771 or please feel free to drop off at our office:  887 Highway 70 W Lenoir City.  

Office hours are Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Closed for State Holidays.   

 

Would you like to be added to our Quarterly Newsletter email list? Yes or No  

Please provide us with the email you would like to have the newsletter sent to:___________________________ 



ANNUAL FUNDRAISER DINNER AND AUCTION 

May 9, 2019  

The Venue, Lenoir City 

Our featured speaker will be Mike Ragsdale, who is the president of Tennessee 

Strategies, providing consulting services to a diverse client base statewide.  

Prior to founding Tennessee Strategies, Mike had  successful careers in busi-

ness, public service, and education.  Ragsdale served two terms as Knox County 

Mayor from 2002 to 2010, leading a county of nearly 430,000 citizens with a 

budget of over $640 million.  Mike is the Board Chairman for the Safe Harbor 

Child Advocacy Center serving Cock, Jefferson, Grainger and Sevier Counties. 

 

We will have a guest speaker also, Dawn Johnson.  She is the mom of Actor 

Alora Brooke Johnson. Dawn will be sharing her daughter’s inspiring journey 

that she hopes will inspire others! 

 

Gathering for the event will begin at 5:00 p.m. We will be accepting donations 

for different levels of sponsorship of this event and  table reservations can be 

made.   If you have any questions please call us at our business office  

(865) 986-1505 for further information.  Keep a lookout for more specific  

Information on our website at www.kidsfirsttn.org.    

 

All proceeds from the event will benefit our clients that are serviced  at the 

CAC.  All the services we provided are free!   

 

We hope you will support us in our Efforts to Heal the Pain of Child Abuse  by 

joining us at this special annual event.   





What is a Child Advocacy Center?                  

How does it help children who have been   abused? 

               Without a CAC to go to,  a child would have to go to many different 

places, and talk about their traumatic incident/incidents over and over again to 

many different people.  With the assistance of a CAC, instead, the child can go 

to one place, that is in a child-friendly environment, without having to visit a 

doctor’s office, a police station, a lawyer’s office,  a therapist’s office, talk to   

investigators or judges.  Because of the services that a CAC is able to offer, the 

child tells their story only once.  The child is interviewed at the CAC by a  

Forensic Interviewer that is trained to talk to children about their experience 

and ask the appropriate questions.  Law enforcement are part of the interview 

process along with  child protective services.  Based on what is disclosed in the 

interview there are medical professionals that can conduct a physical exam if 

needed.  Victim Advocates are available also to discuss with the other  

professionals what would be best suited to help  the child who is a victim of 

abuse and determine if they are in need of therapy.  There are in-house  

therapists that can see the child as long as they need the services.  Victim  

Advocates also help prepare the child and non-offending caregiver for court 

hearings and help them find the compensation they might need to deal with the 

situation at hand.  Even more beneficial of having a CAC available is that all of 

these services are free-of-charge to the non-offending caregiver and the child!  

We here at the Child Advocacy Center of the Ninth Judicial District of TN are 

very, very grateful for the contributions we receive from you our supporters so 

that we can help as many children as possible by providing these services.          

THANK YOU! 



Our New Therapist Hannah Ridenour   

   We are pleased to announce we have hired a new  

therapist, Hannah Ridenour to work for us  full-time!    

Hannah  interned with us here at the CAC  when she was 

working on her master’s degree.  She has since graduated 

with her Masters in social work from  the University of  

Tennessee.    She has experience in working  with children 

who have been abused or neglected through her past  

internships and previous employment.  She has also worked 

with low income pregnant women, at risk youth (primarily 

aging out of foster care), and youth in the state’s custody.  

But the biggest highlight of her life is being a new mom! She 

loves spending her free-time cuddling with her baby and 

taking him for walks in the park.  We are so happy to have 

Hannah here, working with our therapy clients, and for  

joining us in our efforts to  end the pain of child abuse!     

Some of the Children’s Chalk Board Art 

                   “ Mermaid “                                                         “ Cats“                                                           “Unicorn” 



Would you like to Volunteer? Do you know anyone 

looking for a volunteer opportunity? 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for the CAC please complete the form below.  The type of  

volunteer work we are looking for is:  answering the phone, greeting clients and providing them with 

snacks, watching over younger children in the play areas while non-offending caregivers are with therapists, and 

help with events/fundraisers.  When filling out the form please answer all fields appropriately.  Thank you for 

your interest! 

NAME_______________________________________________ 

PHONE______________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________________ 

BIRTHDATE__________________________________________ 

GENDER_____________________________________________ 

 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER? 

SCAN (School Prevention Program) ______ Sitting with kids prior to appointments_____ 

Newsletter Mail Out _____    Back to School Bash _____ 

Fundraising_____     Answering Phones/Greeting Clients _____ 

 

What method of contact do you prefer?  Email_____ Phone_____ 

Are there certain days and times you cannot volunteer? __________________________________ 

 

As a volunteer for the Child Advocacy Center we will need to do a background check in order to allow 

you to interact with the children.  You must be 21 years of age or older.  You may have access to certain 

information concerning clients of the CAC.  When you become a volunteer you will be asked to sign a 

confidentiality agreement.  By signing this agreement you agree to abide by this confidentiality policy 

while you are an active volunteer and after your volunteer service has ended. You are also required to 

get a TB Test done and a statement of good health from your primary physician.  

I Agree _____ 

You can mail this form to:  Child Advocacy Center of the Ninth Judicial District, PO Box 928, Lenoir City, 

TN 37771 or drop it by our office at :  887 Highway 70 W, Lenoir City, TN 37771. 



CONTRIBUTORS  

July 1 –December 31, 2018 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 

Kiwanis Foundation 

Air Force Sergeants 

Mr&Mrs Dean Anderson 

Central United Methodist  Church 

First UMC—Oak Ridge 

Mr&Mrs. Jim Gahrs 

Mr.&Mrs. Anthony Hartman 

Delma Hendley 

Ten Mile UMC 

Karen Keirstead 

Kingston Lions Club 

Kroger 

Benay Leff 

Meigs County TN 

Roan Co Circuit Court 

Jane Mocilac 

Jonathan Monat 

Morgan Co Government 

M.R. Foundation of TN, Inc. 

Permafix Environmental Services 

Rite Aid KidCents Foundation 

Roane Co United Way 

Roane Co Government 

Balie Ross 

Arthur Stewart 

Mr.&Mrs. John Theobald 

Community Church of Tellico Village 

United Methodist Women of TUMC 

Mr.&Mrs. Gary Underwood 

Chris Waddell 

Roger Wert 

Mr.&Mrs. Solomon 

Mr.& Mrs. Ross    

Mr.&Mrs. David Twesme 

Mr.&Mrs. Kenneth Schmidtke 

Mr.&Mrs. Bob Mugge 

Mr.&Mrs.Art Butler 

Kathryn Agrell 

Mr. & Mrs. Russ Hanson 

Mr.&Mrs. David Golden 

Mr.&Mrs. Bob Collins 

Mr.&Mrs. Charles Lewis 

Mr.&Mrs.Ed Heilman 

Mr.&Mrs. Gary Dunajewski 

Mr.&Mrs. Gerry Zaar 

Mr.&Mrs. Jerry Pridemore 

Missy Layne 

Mr.&Mrs. Yeoman 

Mr.&Mrs.Steege 

KidCents Foundation 

Mr.&Mrs. Joe Mulherin 

Mr.&Mrs. Joe Svec 

Mr.&Mrs. McNeal 

AGA Insurance 

Peggy Collier 

Mr.&Mrs. William Witwer 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Crowder 

Mr.&Mrs. Dennis Moldenhauer 

Mr.&Mrs. John Peterson 

Kim & Diane Oster 

Veronika  Johannesen 

Debi Tuttle 

Mr.&Mrs. Fred Toettcher 

Jo Ann Hoffman 

Mr.&Mrs Jon Smith 

Mr.&Mrs. William Webster 

Mr.&Mrs. William Rogers 

Mr.&Mrs. William Manny 

Darla Orr 

Mr.&Mrs. Al Porell 

Mr.&Mrs. Buford Rankin 

Dr. H Lynne Massingale 

Elaine Crowder 

Mr.&Mrs. Paul Scanlan 

Mr.&Mrs. Colin Kamperman 

Mr.&Mrs. Donald Littrell 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Raft 

Mr.&Mrs. Rick Mannarino 

Mr.&Mrs. John Shannon 

Barbara Coe 

Mr.&Mrs. Fred Womack 

Mr.&Mrs. Rich Comiso 

Mr.&Mrs. Richard Kolasheski 

Diane O’Brien 

Mr.&Mrs. TP Wilcox 

Charlotte Johnson 

Mr.&Mrs. Don Case 

Mr.&Mrs. Richard Jones 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Schuster 

Mr.&Mrs. Scott Martz 

Noreen Dishart 

Dr. & Mrs. Marcy 

GFWC-Tellico Village 

Tellico Village Crafters 

Beth Sams 

Air Force Sergeants 

Mr&Mrs.James Barton 

Dixie Bishop 

Mr.&Mrs.Robert Cherry 

Steven & Laura DeKam 

First UMC of Oak Ridge 

Mr&Mrs David Hudgens 

Sue Martin 

Mr.&Mrs. E.G. McCrary 

Marlys Staudt 

Mr.&Mrs. William Waldrop 

Gail Clift  

Dr. Jan Hahn 

Gifts In Memory of 

Gifts In Honor of 

In-Kind Donations  

Peace by Piece Quilters      Project Linus 

Parker Martz    Mr.&Mrs. John Deinhart 

Cindy Lapera         Home Depot 

Jonathan Monat        Brittany Garmon 

United Way of Loudon County 

Kerbela Shriners        Autumn Huskins 

Pam Stanley      Mr.&Mrs. Kevin Watkins 

Ruth Ann Wampler       Leah Wilson 

Jim&Mary     Ellen Mattavi    Sally Carlson 

Morning Pointe      TV Road Runners 

Oral Baptist Church      T V Woodworkers 

William Carr        Mr&Mrs.LJ Moses 

Tasha Watson      Betty Moore 

ORNL Federal CU       Noreen Dishart 

Shriner’s Kerbela Temple 

Angie Abston      Mr.&Mrs. Keith Schmidt 

GFWC– Tellico Village     

Loundon County Young Professionals 

Mr.&Mrs. Jack Howell 

Cindy Carter & Friends 

Hensley LLC 

The Little Gym 

Marce Strickland-Sharon Walsh Asbury  

 Matt & Helen Crooks,Bill&Peggy 

Crowder, Sam & Phyllis Marcy, 

Paul & Lesli Webb, Fred & Teresa 

Womack -  Mr.&Mrs. Peter Raft 

Ms.Elizabeth Gierack, Gabriel Family, 

Erickson Family, Erickson Family, 

Mr.&Mrs. Joe Ranck, The Ranck 

Family - Mr.&Mrs.  Ron Ranck 

Emily Rose Stephenson-Mr.&Mrs. 

Wayne Blankenship  

Bud Sellick -Mr.&Mrs. Don Pardue 

Ted Wampler & Mary Hitch -  

Elizabeth Park 

Diane Lepsig - Mr. Lepsig 

Ed Conte - Theone Relos 



 

Christmas for the Children 
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
 
 
 
 
                  
    GFWC  Members Christmas Donation and Tasha,           Young Professionals of Loudon County          
                            Sexual Assault Advocate 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
        Various  
   Toy Donations 
    
 
 
 
Once again our donors helped make sure that  our clients didn’t go without  Christmas 
presents to open on Christmas day!  Sadly some of the  families that utilize our  
services here at the CAC run into financial  hardship and are not able to purchase 
Christmas gifts for their children.   That’s where our Sexual Assault Advocate, Tasha 
Watson, steps in.  Tasha takes on the project of identifying the children/families that 
need help each Christmas and works with donors who volunteer to fulfill all the wish 
lists of these children.  She finds that the wish lists are usually very frugal and simple, 
with requests for clothes and a few toys.  Tasha admits that at the beginning of the  
holiday season she worries that there won’t be enough contributions for the kids, but  
is always  pleasantly surprised by the amount of donations that are received and how 
the  donors make sure that each child receives the items they request.   There were 21 
children that were identified as needing assistance, who  received Christmas gifts 
through these generous donors!  The families were so very thankful for the help they 
received during the holiday season !  Thank you everyone for your generosity and 
helping make Christmas special for these kids! 

In kind and cash donations help to support services provided for children and their non-offending care-

givers whose lives have been impacted by abuse.  On behalf of the Board of Directors, the staff, and 

most importantly,  the children whose lives are truly made better because of your gifts,        

   WE THANK YOU 



 Automatic Giving Opportunities 
***Our NPO # has changed*** 

Kroger Community Rewards  

makes fundraising easy…...all you 

have to do is shop at Kroger and 

swipe your Plus Card.  If you already 

have an online account with Kroger, 

sign in (or create an account).  Once 

signed in you can enroll or update 

your Community Rewards (Plus Card) 

under  Account Settings.   

Our NPO # is RW497   To verify you 

are enrolled correctly, you will see our 

organization’s name on the right side 

of your information page.   

If you are already enrolled in Kroger  

Community Rewards you must  

re-enroll your Plus Card each year  

beginning in August 

To get started please go to:                      

www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

KidCents partners with hundreds of 
nonprofit child-focused organizations 
that are committed to helping improve 
the health and well-being of children.  
By participating in KidCents, wellness+ 
with Plenti members can round up 
every purchase at Rite Aid to the  
nearest dollar and designate their 
change to their charity of choice, giving 
kids a chance for better lives and  
brighter futures. Kids First CAC is one  

of more than 360 nonprofits benefiting 
from The Rite Aid Foundation’s KidCents 
round-up program.  Please go to: 
                 www.kidcents.com 
Choose:  ‘Select a Charity’ and input  
                          Kids First 

If you are a frequent shopper on Amazon, 

please take a few moments to designate the 

CAC as the recipient of your AmazonSmile 

purchases. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon 

you know. Same products, same prices, same 

service.  This program is a simple and  

automatic way for you to support the CAC 

every time you shop (at no cost to you!).  We 

will receive .05% of the purchase price of   

eligible AmazonSmile items (products are 

marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” 

on the product detail page).  If you already 

have an Amazon.com  account you may  

continue to use that account (or AmazonSmile) 

but first designate the CAC as your charity: 

  http://smile.amazon.com/ch/62-1846638 

 Reporting Child Abuse 

Tennessee Law requires that any person who knows or has reason to suspect that a 

child has been abused must report the allegation to the toll-free hotline number or 

local law enforcement. 

Remember, “has reason to suspect” means you have seen indicators of abuse, the 

child has disclosed abuse, or you have a “gut” feeling something may not be right.  

It does not mean that you are certain the abuse  

occurred.    Reporting abuse, or suspected abuse, is  

actually a request for professionals to investigate further.  Failure to report child 

abuse is punishable by up to 11 months and 29 days in jail and a maximum fine of 

$2,500.  

 

If you suspect child abuse call the  

Tennessee Toll-Free Hotline at 1-877-237-0004 



Child Advocacy Center of the Ninth Judicial District of Tennessee, Inc. 
Physical Address:  887 Highway 70 W               Mailing Address:  PO Box 928 

Lenoir City, TN  37771 
PHONE  (865) 986-1505     FAX  (865) 986-1547 

          WWW.KIDSFIRSTTN.ORG                    Like Us on Facebook: Kids First TN 
 

Our Mission:  to heal the pain of child abuse 
 

A private, non-profit agency serving severely abused children between the ages of 3 to 17 in the  
counties of Loudon, Morgan, Meigs and Roane 

         Chris Evans-Longmire                                                     

 Executive Director 

          cevans@cac9jd.org 

                                                  CAC STAFF 
Mona Willams-Hayes, Ph.D., LCSW  Clinical Director       mwhayes@cac9jd.org 

Beth Catchot, LCSW    Therapist, Outreach Coordinator   bcatchot@cac9jd.org 

Hannah Ridenour, MSSW   Therapist                                         hridenour@cac9jd.org                          

Darcy Loud     Family Advocate, Victim Svcs Spec      dnavratil@cac9jd.org 

Tasha Watson               Sexual Assault Advocate     twatson@cac9jd.org 

Kari Anna Watkins                              Forensic Interviewer  p/t                    kwatkins@cac9jd.org 

Crystal Deinhart    Forensic Interviewer                 crystal@cac9jd.org 

Margaret Hudson             Administrative Assistant    mhudson@cac9jd.org 

Joyce Peterson                        Bookkeeper      jpeterson@cac9jd.org 

Millie Bruner, RN    Volunteer Nurse                                                              

Gail Clift, CPNP, SANE                         Forensic Medical Examiner              

           CAC Board of Directors 

         Monty Ross    Denisa Matlock        

         Beth Sams      David Morehous                                        

         Christine Evans-Longmire, E.D.     Dr. Jan Hahn 

         Dee Butler      
               



Kids First  
Child Advocacy Center  
              of the Ninth Judicial District of TN 

PO Box 928 

Lenoir City, TN  37771 

 

 Licensed by the TN Department of 

Mental Health and Developmental 

Disabilities  

Educate        Advocate       Donate      Participate 

How you can help 

 Yes, I want to support the services, care and 

comfort provided to severely abused children by 

the CAC.  Please accept my tax deductible gift. 

____________________________________________ 

NAME 

____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS 

____________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

 In Memory of  

 In Honor of   

 Anonymous 

 Enclosed is my check in the amount of  

$____________. 

       Please make checks payable to: 

                    Child Advocacy Center 

                         P.O.  Box 928  

                  Lenoir City, TN  37771 

 

“Follow” and “Like Us” on Facebook  

“Kids First TN” to see  notices about our  

upcoming events and dates.  

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Accredited Member 
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